
Best Water Ways  
Watershed Literacy, Stewardship, and 
Restoration Place-Based Learning Resources

By Stephanie Cottell, MSc Education for Ecological Sustainability

Learner’s Guide



II� Best Water Ways Learner’s Guide

Acknowledgments
The Cowichan Community Land Trust is deeply grateful to the following kind folks who have 
generously contributed to the Best Water Ways creation process:

Our Subject Matter Expert and Educator Focus Group
•	 Ts’ules Chuck Seymour (Cultural Coordinator, Cowichan Tribes)

•	 Rosanna Jackson (SD79/Watershed Connection Education Working group)

•	 Jane Kilthei (Cowichan Estuary Nature Centre/Watershed Connection Education Working group)

•	 Craig Laurdisen (SD79/Watershed Connection Education Working group)

•	 Karen Mann (Ecosystem Restoration Specialist)

•	 Kathy O’Donnell (Watershed Connection Education Working group)

•	 Tom Rutherford (Cowichan Watershed Board/Watershed Connection Education Working group)

•	 Jill Thompson (Cowichan Watershed Board/Watershed Connection Education Working group)

•	 Alicia Taylor (Cowichan Estuary Nature Centre/Watershed Connection Education Working group)

•	 Joanna Vera Flores (SD79)

•	 Pamela Williams (Cowichan Estuary Nature Centre/Watershed Connection Education Working group)

•	 Christy Wilson (Fisheries and Oceans Canada Community Educator/Watershed Connection 
Education Working group)

The Open School BC Team
•	 Zoe Graham, Instructional Designer

•	 Solvig Norman, Instructional Designer

•	 Farrah Patterson, Production Manager

•	 Nori Sinclair, Production Technician

•	 Ian Horner, Production Technician

•	 Sophia Barton-Bucknor, Manager of Instructional Services

•	 Jennifer Riddel, Director

And of course to our generous funders!
•	 The Real Estate Foundation of BC

•	 The Pacific Salmon Foundation

•	 The Province of British Columbia 

With special thanks to nature interpreter Genevieve Singleton for the use of her beautiful photographs.

Copyright © 2020

This initiative was inspired and developed within the unceded Traditional Territories of the 
Quw’utsun, Penelakut, Halalt, Malahat, Stz’uminus, and Lyackson People. Huy tseep q’u Siem! 
Thanks to you all with respect and honour!



Best Water Ways Learner’s Guide� III

Table of Contents
Best Water Ways Watershed Literacy, Stewardship, and Restoration Place-Based Learning Resources . .  .  .  .  .  . I

Acknowledgments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                        II

Session 1 Watershed Detectives Learner’s Guide. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  LG1-1
Session 2 Wading In Learner’s Guide . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  LG2-1
Session 3 Mapping Our Watersheds Learner’s Guide . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  LG3-1
Session 4 Watersheds In Distress Learner’s Guide. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  LG4-1
Session 5 Watershed SOS Learner’s Guide. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  LG5-1

Shout Out and Share! Planning Guide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     LG5-6

Session 6 Riparian Restoration Workshop Learner’s Guide . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  LG6-1
Learner’s Guide Glossary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  GL-1




